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THE VASULKAS 


To: DPOGANA di SOMMA L OM BARD O 


From: Woody Vasulka pg 1 
RT6, Box 100 
Santa Fe, N.M. 


Subject: A package via FedEx Air Waybill# 400 16354096 


Gentlemen, 


This letter will try to put forward several reasons why you 
should consider our request for a substantively lowering of 
the tariffs leveled on our shipment of photographs to your 
country. 


We, The Vasulkas, Woody and Steina, are a couple of artists 
involved in the practice of electronic arts. It is mainly 
the Art of video we are associated with and we are of the 
pioneering generation which has established this art form. 
Last year we were approached by Marco Maria Gazzano, a noted 
scholar of film and contemporary media to mount a show in 
Palazzo delle Esposizioni in Rome. This Exposition was to 
take place in May of this year, but it is experiencing 
severe financial difficulties and was postponed till the 
Fall of this year. 


A part of the exhibit involves the production of a catalog 
by Mr. Gazzano calling for photos depicting the Vasulka’s 
family and artistic life and some documentation of their 
work, past and present. We have assembled close to three 
hundred photos from our personal archive and sent them to 
Rome via Federal Express. 


There are at least two points we would like to make: 


1) The photos were sent out with the agreement that 
they will be returned shortly after the work on the catalog 
is completed Cin fact only a few would be selected) 

2) In the dramatic moment of our departure with the 
pictures, some irreplaceable, we confused their actual value 
for purely sentimental value. We soon realized our error 
when no one in Italy was about to pay for them. 
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We would like to ask if you could accept our sugoestion of 
lowering the value of the shipment from $3,000 to $300, 
which will unable us to deliver the material to Mr. Gazzano. 
On the second look these pictures will almost certainly not 
provide any commercial return to us or to Mr. Gazzano, we 
can only hope that they could provide a positive cultural 
contribution to the media arts in your country. 


There is one more point that needs an explanation. The 
package is addressed to a rather prestigious add agency in 
Rome by the name Newman. It is not, as we are explaining 
now, the actual recipient of the photos. The agency is 
acting as a rather voluntary resource in the administrative 
and fund-raising capacity. But the financial burden lays on 
Mr. Gazzano, working through Kinema, a voluntary association 
sponsored by the city of Rome. 


We are hopeful you will be willing to reconsider the present 
status of our shipment and thus help us to proceed in our 
work toward the success of the exposition. 

Sincerely, 


Steina and Woody Vasulka 


In Santa Fe, April 6, 1995 
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247-3347 ExT STEFA WA 
ro: SéCerTs 
FROM: —Je/VRH 
DATE: 
PAGESIO: Federal Express March 16, 1995 


Duties and Taxes 
2930 Airways 
Memphis, TN 38116 


From: The Vasulkas, Inc 
Customer # 1098-1657-4 


Re: Package to Italy # 400-16354096 


Dear FEDEX, 


I am a video artist (see my vita) who was invited to an 
arts exhibition in Rome. For the catalog, the agency (the 
addressee on the package) handeling the show requested 
photographs for possible inclusion. I arrived with the 
package late on a saturday afternoon and was the last 
customer. The door had already been locked and I was feeling 
harrassed and out of time. Filling out the papers I was just 
thinking what kind of grief it would cost me if FEDEX lost 
these photos with the negatives scattered through Czech 
Republic, Iceland, New York, etc. So I estimated $ 10.00 a 
print (for 250 photos) and $ 500.00 for the effort, which 
came to $ 3000.00 total. What I did not realize in that 
moment was that the package was going abroad and I was 
declaring a importation value into Italy. The customs form 
should have read: "the contents of this package are of 
personal and no commercial value, and will after viewing be 
returned to USA." Predictably, the Italian addressee had no 
interest in paying over 700.00 dollars for viewing my 
photos, so now having cleared customs they apparently linger 
somewhere in no~mans~land, waiting for me to pick up the 
tab. I believe if the Italian custom officers could be 
talked into opening and inspecting the package, they would 
agree with me that the contents are indeed personal and of 
no commercial value. S. oes 

The photos are however of great value to me, and I as a 
loyal customer am of great value to you, and so I hope we 
can solve this dilemma gracefully. 


Sincerely, 


Steina Vasulka 
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To: Federal Express 
Duties and Taxes 
2930 Airways 
Memphis, TN 38116 


From: The Vasulkas, Inc 
Customer # 1098-1657-4 


Re: Package to Italy # 400-16354096 


Dear FEDEX, 


I am a video artist (see my vita) who was invited to an 
arts exhibition in Rome. For the catalog, the agency (the 
addressee on the package) handeling the show requested 
photographs for possible inclusion. I arrived with the 
package late on a saturday afternoon and was the last 
customer. The door had already been locked and I was feeling 
harrassed and out of time. Filling out the papers I was just 
thinking what kind of grief it would cost me if FEDEX lost 
these irreplacable photos. What I did not remember was that 
the package was going abroad and I was declaring a 
importation value into Italy. The customs form should have 
read: “the contents of this package are of personal and no 
commercial value, and after viewing will be returned to me." 
Predictably, the Italian addressee had no interest in paying 
over 700.00 dollars for viewing my photos, so now having 
cleared customs they apparently linger somewhere in no~-mans~ 
land, waiting for me to pick up the tab. I believe if the 
Italian custom officers could be talked into inspecting the 
package, they would agree that the contents are indeed 
personal and of no commercial value. 

Tne photos are however of great value to me, and I as a 
loyal customer am of great value to you, and so I hope we 
can solve this dilemma gracefully. 


Steina Vasulka 
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